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Anjanachala - Birth of Anjeneya :

In the Tretayuga there lived an Asura n^mod Kosari.
He had no children. He made great penance to obtain the bless-
ings of Lord Siva and beget a son. Reciting the Panchakshari,
fasting, and controlling his senses, he inflicted privation on him-
self and carried oa penance. Pleased with the penance. Lord Siva
manifested before Kesari and enquired about his desire. (<! want
a son, one who will be strong, brave, learned, capable and
unconquerable in any war "said Kesari. "I do not want to grant
a son to you although 1 am pleased with your penance. Never
theless, I will grant you a daughter, a lovely one, who will
beget a charming son with all the qualities enumerated by you"
said Lord Siva to Kesari In course of time Kesari had a
daughter whom he named Anjana. When the girl attained age,
Kesari gave her in marriage to another Kesari, a leader of Kapis.

Kapi-Kesari could assume any form he desired.

f

For long, Anjana too had no children. She was sorry
and so sought the blessings of brahmins. She observed all
religious vows and practices. Even then her desire was not
fulfilled. One day Dharmadevatha, the goddess of right ecus-
ness, assumed the guise of a sooth sayer any met Anjaua. She
had a stick in her hand and carried a baby in her arms. She
walked in the street shouting "I can reveal anyon^s future^.
Anjana invited her, presented to her precious gifts. "Tell me
the truth. What about my prospects of begetting a son ?9 She
asked. "If your prediction comes true I shall present to you
whatever you want.^ She announced. The sooth sayer assured
lhat Anjana would surely beget a son, if only she performed
penance ag;un on Venkatadri for seven thousand !yeac$. Sage
Maianga also advised Anjana to do penance. Accordingly,